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Pow of Inchaffray Drainage Commission (Scotland) Bill 

Note of site visit, 8 September 2017 

1. On 8 September 2017, the three members of the Pow of Inchaffray Drainage 
Commission (Scotland) Bill Committee – Tom Arthur (Convener), Mary Fee and 
Alison Harris – attended a site visit in the area affected by the Bill. They were 
supported by Andrew Mylne (Head of the Non-Government Bills Unit), standing in for 
Nick Hawthorne, clerk to the Committee (who was unwell), and an agency 
photographer. 
 
2. Attending for the promoters (the Pow of Inchaffray Commissioners) were Jo 
Guest, Hugh Grierson and John McKenzie, all commissioners, and Fiona Killen, 
Anderson Strathern (solicitors, agents for the promoters).  
 
3. Tom Davies, one of the objectors to the Bill, attended as an observer.   
 
4. Participants gathered at a farm shop a short distance from the east end of the 
Pow, from where they were driven in a minibus to near the west end of the Pow. The 
minibus then stopped at a sequence of locations along the route of the Pow, as 
follows. 
 
5. The first stop was at Powmill, not far from where the Pow flows into the River 
Earn. Members were able to see the line of the Pow from a distance, and the lie of 
the land at this point. Mr Guest explained that the Pow was free-flowing at this 
western end, and very little maintenance was required. One of the “beaver barriers” 
being considered was likely to be installed in this vicinity, to prevent beavers 
travelling up the Pow from the river. 
 
6. The second stop was a short distance to the north-east at Altina where 
Committee members could view the Pow from the Southwood bridge. It was clearly 
free-flowing and approximately 3-4m wide, and contained within banks. The 
surrounding land was higher and not prone to flooding. 
 
7. The third stop was at Dollerie bridge, less than a kilometre to the north of Altina. 
Mr Guest pointed out the extensive reinforcement work undertaken to the stone 
bridge (the road surface of which was approximately 8-10m above the water) 
required as a consequence of the lowering of the sandstone bed to deepen the Pow. 
The initial regrading work had taken place after the 1846 Act with a further regrading 
scheme being carried out in 1995. Mr Guest noted that the gradient of the Pow from 
Dollerie upstream was minimal and that lowering the bed of the Pow at Dollerie had 
been important in enabling the Pow to drain the upper reaches effectively and to 
maintain the free flow that had already been observed further down. 
 
8. The fourth stop was on the Auchlone bridge near Quarterbank, roughly 2km 
east of Dollerie. Here the land was much flatter, and the Pow slower-flowing. Mr 
Guest pointed out the sloping banks of the Pow channel and the adjacent excavator 
track from which the Pow is cleaned. The “spoil” from where the Pow had been 
dredged in the past had been placed adjacent to the excavator track from where it 
would be carted and spread in low spots on adjacent farmland when necessary. The 
frequency with which the Pow cleaning needed to be done had been greatly reduced 
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by work to install steel “revetting” to stabilise the banks and prevent slumping, 
although the revetting itself was hidden by the overgrown vegetation on the banks. 
 
9. The fifth stop was at Woodend (close to Madderty), roughly 3km further east 
from Quarterbank. Here, there was a clear view to the north over a large flat area 
drained by the Pow. Mr Guest explained that many of these fields do flood regularly, 
particularly in winter, and so cannot be used for growing winter crops; stock must 
also be moved off these fields in winter. Nevertheless, he said, this was valuable 
land that could be farmed only because of the Pow. Recent improvement works had 
meant that flooding receded far more quickly than in the past. Mr Guest also pointed 
out land to the south of Woodend which drains into the Ardbennie side ditch which is 
maintained by the Pow Commission. This land on which an assessment is paid did 
not flood but could only be drained and made into productive land due to the 
maintenance of the Pow and its side ditches.  
 
10. The sixth stop was at Williamston Farm, a further 2 or 3km east. This was also 
a flat area which floods regularly. Mr Guest pointed out the arable land which could 
be seen on the north side of the Pow at Mains of Gorthy Farm. This land benefits 
from a pumped drainage scheme discharging into the Pow which enabled crops to 
be grown. Mr Guest also pointed out the Cowgask side ditch by a gas-compression 
station, noting that, although this land didn’t flood, it was land benefited by the Pow. 
 
11. The seventh stop was at Redhills farm, roughly 2km to the east of Williamston 
Farm – the farm belonging to John McKenzie. He pointed out 65 acres of pasture 
that floods regularly (cattle must be taken off when this happens), and referred to 
beaver damage to trees – particularly “ring-barking” – which had taken place in the 
vicinity. 
 
12. The eighth stop was at Balgowan home farm, less than a kilometre from 
Redhills and at the north-west corner of the Balgowan housing estate. Mr Guest 
pointed out the piling and foundation work that had been put in to reinforce the 
Balgowan bridge which had been required due to the lowering of the Pow bed which 
had been carried out in 1988. The banks of the Pow were quite overgrown at this 
point; Mr Guest explained that maintenance was overdue as a result of the 
resources devoted to developing the Bill during the past few years. 
 
13. The ninth stop was in the Balgowan housing estate. The Pow could be seen 
very close to the north edge of the estate, at the bottom of a steep and overgrown 
bank close to a water-treatment works. Mr Davies explained his view that the 
Balgowan houses were not at risk of flooding. Mr Guest separately pointed to where 
newer houses and gardens had been built very close to the banks of the Pow, 
making access for machinery more difficult; he said this explained the provisions in 
the Bill allowing the Commissioners access to carry out necessary works. 
 
14. The final stop was near Merriness farm, approximately 2 km east of Balgowan, 
from where there was a view towards a wooded area known as Methven Moss. Mr 
Guest said that Scottish Natural Heritage had recommended putting a beaver barrier 
to the east of this, to keep beavers from getting into the woodland and thereby to 
exclude beavers down to the barrier at Powmill. 
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15. Participants were then driven back to the farm shop, where a buffet lunch was 
provided. Mr Guest showed Committee members some “before and after” 
photographs of the improvement works carried out at Dollerie in 1995 seen on the 
visit. 
 
Clerks 
Pow of Inchaffray Drainage Commission (Scotland) Bill 
 

 

 

  


